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A Voice From Arkansas: 








FULBRIGHT ON THE PRESSURE TO CONFORM 


(Reprinted from Arkansas Gazette, February 1, 1955) 


This is a digest of an address by 
Senator J. William Fulbright of 
Arkansas at the sixth annual pre- 
sentation of the National Book 
Awards in New York on January 


25, 1955. 


lsewhere today it seems at times 

that a man can be arrested for un- 
lawful assembly when he merely col- 
lects his thoughts. For myself, I often 
feel that if men in public life read 
and thought a little more, and talked 
and acted a little less, we would the 
better know what to do and how 
to do it. 


As far back as the 1830s, freedom 
of discussion and the influence of the 
majority opinion thereon was a mat- 
ter of real concern. 


There is, for example, the narrow- 
ing effect inherent in the concentra- 
tion of managerial control of the 
press, the radio, the movies—and, in 
the foreseeable future, television. 
There are only a few more than 100 
cities where one can find daily papers 
in competition. 


How should those of us here bear 
ourselves in a climate where the 
pressures to conform are so remorse- 
less? 


To the politician who means to be 
faithful to his oath of office, the an- 
swer is plain. It is to draw closer 
to the letter and the spirit of the 
Constitution. 


If the American politician draws 
close to the letter and spirit of the 
Constitution, he will be further rein- 
forced when he grasps the keystone 
fact that the Constitution is superior 
to any majority or minority. In con- 
sequence of this, his oath of office 
does not require him to swing with 


every breeze. The oath requires of 
him that he should reflect the delib- 
orate sense of the community. 


This in turn means that he ought 
to consider himself a teacher, offering 
a method of deliberation that can be 
imitated by the community. It also 
means he must be prepared to accept 
banishment or destruction at the 
hands of the people because he has 
aroused their anger in serving them 
well. 


And finally what of the writer? 
You have a unique responsibility to 
the political community of which you 
are a part. That responsibility arises 
from your talent, from your capacity 
to enlighten, to civilize those citizens 
to whose hands is entrusted the ulti- 
mate power in our society. In this 
hurried mechanical age, the artist 
and intellectual are among the few 
who have the serenity and sense of 
perspective which may help us to 
find a way out of the confusion which 
presently afflicts us. Through you 
the political community needs to be 
taught how and what to laugh at; 
how and what to scorn or to pity; 
needs to be taught continuously that 
honor is not the same as fame or 
notoriety; that physical bravery is 
not the only form of courage. It 
needs to be taught the nature of 
justice. 


Above all, the poltical community 
needs to be taught that the capacity 
of the human mind has yet to be ex- 
plored, that there can be new possi- 
bilities for men themselves. 
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TOUR AWAY! 


Hostess-librarian, Miss Elsie Weisenberger, serves coffee and donuts to members 
of the Arkansas Library Commission Board, Mrs. W. H. McCain, Cotton Plant, and 
Miss Pearl Williamson, DeQueen during an open house given by the North Little 
Rock Public Library Board for librarians and library trustees who were making 
a tour of libraries in southeast Arkansas, March 14-16, 1955. Mrs. Harold Sterling, 
wife of Dr. Sterling who is a trustee on the North Little Rock Library Board, is 
seated at the coffee service. Not shown in the picture was Mrs. Merlin M. Moore, 
chairman of the Commission Board, also present for the open house. Another Com- 
mission Board member, Mrs. Jim Merritt, McGehee, joined the tour group at Warren. 
The North Little Rock mayor and other dignitaries welcomed the group officially. 
Rev. E. L. Weinrich gave the morning devotional. 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 


he months are slipping by, but 

not without successful library 
activities taking place all over the 
state. It is encouraging, indeed, to re- 
alize the fine things that are happen- 
ing .. . improvements being made in 
individual libraries, new library 
buildings and extended service being 
planned, more and more librarians 
planning to get degrees in library 
science this summer, and the fine 
spirit of cooperation which exists 
among us all. 


Whenever the Association or the 
Arkansas Library Commission makes 
plans for improved librarians or li- 
braries, the response is wonderful. 
Whether it requires the extra work 
which having a successful book fair 
in your library demands, or working 
on a committee of the Association, 
or writing to congressmen about the 
need for legislative action, or taking 
care of home library responsibilities 
in order to be away a few days and 
join a tour of libraries over the state, 
or whatever is suggested for the good 
of library service in Arkansas, I feel 
we have a happy, healthy, and per- 
haps unusual, spirit of cooperation 
and interest. And upon its existence, 
I commend you. 


Although, we have more members 
in the Arkansas Library Association 
at present than we have ever had, 318 
as of March 31, there are others who 
have not paid their memberships. 
We hope if you have not sent your 
dues of $2.00 to Miss Lucille Slater, 
Union County Library, El Dorado, 
who is treasurer of the state associa- 
tion, that you will do so immediately. 
It is the policy of the Association to 
send all members of the past year the 
January and April issues of ARKAN- 
SAS LIBRARIES, whether or not 
they have paid their current dues. 
However, in order to receive the next 
issue, your membership will need to 
be in the current file. If you are a 





trustee or friend of the library, we 
feel sure you can give your dues to 
your librarian, and she will send your 
renewal in. The money from our dues 
is used wisely, we feel, in helping 
to publish ARKANSAS LIBRARIES, 
extra projects planned by the As- 
sociation, legislation, and mainly for 
the Convention program. Last year 
there were five library boards, who 
had 100% membership. Was your 
board one of them? .. . and more im- 
portant, will it be 100% this year? 


We are trying a new plan this year 
in collecting materials for ARKAN- 
SAS LIBRARIES. As you will note 
in the list of committees, the editorial 
committee includes the chairmen of 
the various sections. The January 
issue was slanted toward the county 
and public libraries, and Miss Elsie 
Weisenberger, librarian, North Little 
Rock Public Library, and chairman of 
the County and Public Library Sec- 
tion, with the cooperation of various 
librarians of her section, contributed 
a number of articles. This issue of 
ARKANSAS LIBRARIES is slanted 
toward our school libraries, and Miss 
Evelyn Cannon, librarian, Hot 
Springs Junior High School, and 
chairman of the School Section, has 
done a good job, with the cooperation 
of other school librarians over the 
state, in making valuable contribu- 
tions. In the next issue the trustees 
will be our special interest, and Mrs. 
Hubert Mendel, trustee, Garland 
County Library, Hot Springs, who is 
chairman of the Trustee Section, will, 
with other trustees cooperating, write 
about the activities and interests of 
the library trustee. In the October 
issue Miss Velma Lee Adams, librari- 
an, Southern State College, Magnolia, 
and chairman of the College Section, 
will point up our college and uni- 
versity libraries. We appreciate the 


efforts of all who help to make the 
ARKANSAS LIBRARIES a useful 
Miss La- 


and succesful publication. 
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Nell Compton is to be commended on’ willingness and interest is the effec- 
her good work of editing copy for us_ tiveness of the cooperation. 


again this year, which we appreciate. t wish Il. 
It is through the cooperation of us oe ae salina 

all (and not just a few), that makes Evelyn Simpson 

the difference. And the spirit of President 
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Recruitment and Education 





Miss Camilla Sharp, Arkansas State College ae Jonesboro 

Miss Ruth Claweon, Rogers gk Sood Rogers 

Miss Marcella Grider, University of Arkansas ___-_»_»_»»_____ . Fayetteville 
Publications 

Miss LaNell Compton, Chairman, Arkansas Library Commission Little Rock 


Miss Elsie Weisenberger, Chairman, Public, County and Regional 


Section 


Mrs. Hubert Mendel, Chairman, Trustee Section ....._»»»»»_»_»__ 
Miss Velma Lee Adams, Chairman, College Section - 
Miss Evelyn Cannon, Chairman, School Section ____. 


_.Little Rock 
_Hot Springs 
siacosbidics Magnolia 
Depeenene Hot Springs 


A TAX CAMPAIGN FOR FAULKNER AND 


VAN BUREN COUNTIES 
By Mrs. Ernest Halter! 


ate in the summer of 1954 the 

board of trustees of Faulkner- 
Van Buren Regional Library decided 
to try for voter approval of a one-mill 
tax for library support in the forth- 
coming general election. The princi- 
pal reasons for the library having 
depended on other means of financ- 
ing until this time were these: In 
Faulkner, county library service had 
been maintained for ten years before 
the state constitution provided for a 
millage vote, income having been 
supplied by quorum court appropria- 
tion, “Friends of the Library” drives, 
and in later years by a share of a one- 
mill voluntary tax. Proceeds of this 
voluntary tax went largely to library 
maintainance, smaller shares of it go- 
ing to health and home demonstration 
departments in the county. When 
Van Buren county joined with Faulk- 
ner in 1949 to form a regional library, 
its funds were derived from an out- 
right annual allowance from Van 
Buren quorum court. Van Buren 
continued this plan for their part of 


'Mrs. Halter is a trustee of the Faulkner-Van Buren Regional Library, Conway. 


library support until the millage vote 
this past November. 


Board members felt millage sup- 
port would be preferable for several 
reasons: It would bring the regional 
library into line with the approved 
Commission plan of -financing; it 
would increase income stability and 
permit better planning and budget- 
ing; it would probably bring in a 
little more money; it would enable 
the library to qualify for all possible 
state aid. The trustees were aware 
of a strong anti-tax feeling among 
voters. To offset this they depended 
on their long-time policy of showing 
people what library service could 
mean, estimating about what it would 
cost, then presenting the question: 
“Do you want it?” In the early days 
we had to sell the idea of county ser- 
vice; that approach was used with 
some success. 


Petitions were circulated in Sep- 
tember to ensure the placing of the 
millage issue on the ballot. Board and 





staff members and library friends did 
most of this work. A good deal of 
time was devoted to explaining clear- 
ly what the issue was. Successful 
shift from our old plan to the new 
depended largely on our _ people 
knowing what they were doing and 
why. A news story carried in the 
Conway paper on October 7 reported 
on the successful end of the petition 
phase and gave a clean-cut explana- 
tion of what the issues were. The 
same points brought out in this story 
were hammered on until November 2. 


Various ways of reaching the vot- 
ers were used. A plan of publicity 
with a time-table for its use, was 
worked out by board members and 
Mrs. Dula H. Reid, librarian. About 
thirty clubs and organizations in the 
Conway community were reached by 
designated speakers at specific times. 
P. T. A. and Home Demonstration 
groups throughout both counties 
were contacted in person or by letters 
to individual members. Letters to 
justices of the peace, school heads 
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and librarians, community leaders, 
ministers, club presidents, and school 
board members were sent out. Press 
releases, including editorials, person- 
al endorsements from leading citizens 
(heads of colleges, county judges, and 
mayors), library information stories, 
and a few paid advertisements were 
used. We feel that 100‘. endorsement 
by our local paper was of greatest 
value. An editorial in the ARKAN- 
SAS DEMOCRAT on the values of 
the library tax mentioned our efforts 
at that time. 


A radio panel was _ presented 
through cooperation of the local A. A. 
U. W. branch. Valuable support was 
secured from our county judges and 
from political party chairmen. 
Through the years the library has 
truly been an inter-group and inter- 
racial undertaking in this area. That 
is the real basis for our being able to 
report that the millage vote carried. 


Now, we have to show the people 
that their confidence was justified. 


MALVERN AND HOT SPRING COUNTY LIBRARY 


HAS EXHIBIT OF RARE BOOKS 
By Nell Young! 


Following the lead of the Pierpont 
Morgan Library of New York, the 
library of Malvern and Hot Spring 
County presented in January a dis- 
play of old and rare first editions of 
children’s books. 

We were not fortunate enough to 
obtain the first manuscript of Tale of 
Mother Goose; but first editions of 
the Good Girl's Soliloquy printed in 
1826 and illustrated with water colors 
and the Beauties of Nature, or Robert 
S. William, by Mahlon Day, illustrat- 
ed in black and white, are very rare 
indeed. The exhibit contained first 
editions of Laura E. Richards, Fran- 


1Mrs. F. R. Young, librarian. 


ces Hodgan Burnett, Kate Douglas 
Wiggin, Parson Weems, Robert 
Louis Stevenson, William Cullen 
Bryant, Tennyson, Whittier, Dickens, 
and also the facsimile edition of a 
Little Pretty Pocket Book, Intended 
for the Instruction of Master Tommy, 
printed in 1767. We also had on dis- 
play a little history of the Horn Book, 
an old Christmas, New Year, Gift 
book of Miscellaneous Stories of over 
a hundred years ago. Among the 
books, there were old prints and toys 
which suggested the title of familiar 
stories. The exhibit was scheduled 
to last through January. 
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WHITE COUNTY LIBRARY TAX CAMPAIGN 
By Inez Bishop, Librarian 


hite County Library is proud 

to be a part of White County. 
Any success achieved by the county 
is an achievement for its library. In 
successfully passing the one-mill li- 
brary tax for the White County 
Library, the county has achieved one 
more goal in becoming a wide awake, 
progressive and educated county of 
central Arkansas. 


Like other county libraries in Ar- 
kansas, White County Library owes 
much of its growth to the generous 
and helpful aid received from the 
State program as served through the 
board of directors and staff members 
of the Arkansas Library Commission. 
This aid, plus the help from the White 
County schools and citizens estab- 
lished county library service in 1940. 


Through the years, the County li- 
brary Board has encountered many 
obstacles, but one feature has been 
outstanding: the friendship between 
the library and its public. In 1952, 
a public relations program was un- 
dertaken under the leadership of the 
White County Board and its librarian. 
Securing the cooperation and interest 
of every White county citizen in 
improving his own and his family’s 
welfare, through library services 
offered, was the aim of this program. 
A gradual and continuing effort was 
made to know and serve, to the best 
of our ability and funds, all schools, 
their faculties and students; all may- 
ors and other council members; the 
county judge and his court, as well 
as all other civic leaders, business 
men, town and county newspapers, 
club women, church groups, boy 
scouts and other youth groups. This 
service, while of necessity on a limit- 
ed scale, was made possible by the 
privilege of drawing on our “Store- 
house”, the Arkansas Library Com- 
mission, for loans of books and the 


gradual increase in our county court 
appropriation as well as the improve- 
ment in the arrangement of the in- 
terior of our headquarters building 
by the mayor and city council of 
Searcy. It should be noted here, that 
our headquarters building is owned 
by the city and houses the Searcy 
Branch library. From the organiza- 
tion of the county library, central- 
ized service, countywide in its scope, 
has been maintained. The Mayor of 
Searcy and the county judge, work in 
perfect harmony with the county li- 
brary work, as do our other town 
mayors, civic minded citizens and 
small community boards. The librar- 
ian believes that unless two key 
words, service and contacts, are 
observed, no public relations pro- 
gram is likely to succeed. She be- 
lieves that while “books are our basic 
stock in trade”, the way they are dis- 
pensed makes a difference. Prompt, 
efficient, courteous service, beyond 
the call of duty—‘Service”, may we 
say, “with a smile”—is the spirit in 
which all library stations are served 
and the spirit the county library 
hopes to continue, with greater em- 
phasis on the word “prompt” after 
receipt of the new bookmobile. 


During the year 1954, the White 
County Library Board, realizing that 
continued growth must necessarily 
have a larger appropriation of funds, 
and that this could not be expected 
of its County Court after three years 
of drouth, felt steps must be taken 
to secure the one-mill tax for this 
service. In the late summer months, 
the County Library Board, in confer- 
ence with the librarian of the Arkan- 
sas Library Commission, approved 
a move to petition the citizens of 
White County to place the one-mill 
tax on the general election ballot. 
The first step was the appointment 
of a committee to organize a cam- 
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paign of education for voting this tax. 
Knowing that county library service, 
like all public library service, be- 
gins in the minds and hearts of those 
to whom books and reading are of 
special importance, the committee be- 
gan its work, by inviting a few 
persons from known library interest 
groups to meet with them. At this 
meeting plans were made and duties 
assigned to specific persons. These 
included: contacts to be made with, 
and specific speakers furnished for 
civic, educational and cultural groups 
throughout the county. County-wide 
groups endorsed the move. Petitions 
were furnished by our state library 
Commission and were sent to persons 
in strategic locations for circulation. 


The committee obtained a list of 
all justices of the peace eligible to 
serve in 1954. To these were mailed 
bulletins of information, including 
the history of the State Aid to County 
Libraries Bill; the number of 
counties organized under this bill; 
Amendment No. 38 to the Constitu- 
tion which permits counties to vote 
a one-mill tax and the number of 
county libraries having secured this 
tax; the limited number still without 
the tax (which included White Coun- 
ty). This statement cited the total 
amounts of stale grants to White 
county; the low per capita expendi- 
ture which accounted for the low per 
capita bookstock, which in turn gave 
White county a ranking with the 
smaller counties in library service 
instead of its rightful place, the sec- 
ond largest county in area in Ar- 
kansas. 


At a called meeting of the county 
court the county judge placed the 
library millage tax before the mem- 
bers. They voted overwhelmingly to 
place the tax on the general election 
ballot, November 2, 1954. 


Contacts with the newspapers re- 
sulted in good front page editorials 
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and stories, as well as fine advertising 
space, in all county papers. Spot an- 
nouncements were made periodically 
for several days before the election 
by our local KWCB radio station, 
urging everyone to vote for the tax. 
During the White County Fair, the 
library booth pictured service, and 
book marks requesting all to vote for 
the tax, 10 cents on the $100.00 as- 
sessed valuation, were given to the 
visitors. A booth was placed in the 
exhibits of the White County Teach- 
ers Workshop; and personal contacts 
were made and a petition was there 
to be signed. 


The petitions with their signatures 
were counted, qualified and filed. 
When the names of the judges and 
clerks for the general election were 
announced, the county judge wrote 
a personal letter to each judge and 
clerk requesting them to familiarize 
themselves with this bill before elec- 
tion day. 


Each person contacted during the 
campaign was asked to do three 
things: 


1. Sign the petition. 


2. Go to the polls November 2, 1954, 
and vote FOR the library tax. 


3. Encourage others to vote for the 
tax. 


Thus to insure three things for the 
White County Library service: 


1. Better and more adequate library 
service (branch and _ headquarters 
personnel). 


2. Better facilities to get books to 
the citizens (a new bookmobile). 


. 3. More books. 


The vote was passed by a large ma- 
jority and as far as was known there 
was NO organized opposition. 
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STUDENT LIBRARIANS HOLD CONVENTION 
By Evelyn Cannon! 


he fourth annual meeting of the 

Arkansas Student Librarians 
Association was held in Pine Bluff 
High School on Saturday, March 19. 
The attendance has grown so rapidly 
that it now taxes the facilities of our 
larger high schools. Registration was 
in full swing by 9 A.M. and it con- 
tinued long after the morning’s pro- 
gram had begun in the auditorium. 
Large delegations came from some of 
the clubs. Danville had a group of 
fifty-five. Pine Bluff was well repre- 
sented. The delegations from Gurdon 
and other places showed a remarka- 
ble increase of interest since last year. 


The Pine Bluff junior and senior 
library clubs with their sponsor, Mrs. 
Annie M. Eddins, were hosts, and 
they did a wonderful job in hanging 
out the welcome sign. Their registra- 
tion committee functioned efficiently 
despite the many groups that seemed 
to arrive all at once. The decorations 
were most attractive and suitable, 
done for the most part in the colors 
of the association which are red, 
white, and blue. On one side they 
placed a large symbol of the associa- 
tion, a map of Arkansas, overlaid 
with an open book which was held in 
place by a blue key with the club 
motto for a caption: “Books are the 
key to life’. A beautiful arrange- 
ment of red carnations was on the 
officer’s table. 


The program began at 10 A.M. with 
the president, Emilee Millsap of Dan- 
ville, presiding. Members of the Ad- 
visory Council who were introduced 
as platform guests were Mrs. James 
Abraham of Lonoke, Mrs. Anne Jack- 
son of Little Rock. Miss Evelyn Simp- 
son of Hot Springs was absent on 


account of illness. Other officers of 
the club who were seated on the stage 
were Mary Lee McBride, vice-presi- 
dent, of Fort Smith; Flora Nell Mc- 
Moran, secretary, of Hot Springs; 
Rose Marie Abel, reporter, Stuttgart; 
and Mary Jo Hurtt, corresponding 
secretary, of Danville. 


The program included: invocation 
by Jerry L. Patterson, principal, Pine 
Bluff High School; welcome by Hen- 
ry F. Dial, superintendent, Public 
Schools, Pine Bluff; response by 
Mary Lee McBride of Fort Smith, 
vice-president; group singing led by a 
volunteer pianist and song leader 
from the audience in the absence of 
the Batesville girls whose names ap- 
peared on the program; a piano solo 
by Mary Faith Atkinson of Magnolia. 
The principal address was given by 
Dick M. Allen, librarian, Arkansas 
State Teachers College. His subject 
was “Books are the Key to Life.” 


Following the morning program 
luncheon wa’ served in the school 
cafeteria. Colors of the association 
and arrangements of pine cones dec- 
orated the room. The students had 
time before the afternoon session for 
getting acquainted with each other. 
Sightseeing trips around the city 
gave many visitors an opportunity 
to see Pine Bluff for the first time. 
Politics enlivened the scene as enter- 
prising clubs supported their candi- 
dates for club offices. 


The afternoon session was opened 
with roll call, to which each club re- 
sponded with the number of delegates 
they had brought to the meeting. 
Then the president asked each club 
to have a member come to the micro- 


1Miss Cannon, chairman, School Library Section, Arkansas Library Association, 
is librarian of the Hot Springs Junior High School. 
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phone to tell the audience of any 
special club projects of the past year. 
This procedure came as a surprise to 
most of the delegates. Soon there 
were students waiting in line to go 
to the stage. Some of these same 
people were later nominated to office. 
A most interesting project was a class 
in library procedures organized in 
the spring to train prospective stu- 
dent librarians for the next fall. Sev- 
eral clubs reported that they had 
assisted in accessioning and catalog- 
ing other library collections such as 
those in Negro school libraries. The 
club at Camden has assisted with 
library work in the grade schools. 
The Fort Smith club reported giving 
help in recataloging the professional 
library of the school system. 


Many clubs were active in the field 
of publicity through the use of bul- 
letin boards. One school purchased 
Mitten letters with money earned 
by the club. One club described 
the use of the opaque projector 
in enlarging designs for posters. 
One school emphasized their gift 
shelf. This seemed not to be a me- 
morial shelf exactly, but rather an 
honor shelf whereby a patron could 
give a new book to the library in 
honor of someone. Thus the school 
comes to possess many books which 
would surely be eliminated from 
order lists as luxury items in the reg- 
ular purchase of books with budgeted 
funds. Some clubs have been active 
in assisting with book fairs. One club 
told of a special project for the state 
book fair in Little Rock. 


Visitors at the conference learned 
that the Pine Bluff Library Club 
tends the collection of growing plants 
on the breezeway leading to the 
senior high school library. Arrange- 
ments for the auditorium are supplied 
when they are requested for as- 
semblies. The Fort Smith Club had 
partially financed their delegates’ 
trip to Pine Bluff by the sale of 
secondhand textbooks repaired and 
cleaned up by the club under the 
guidance of the librarian. All these 
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things have been done in addition to 
the expected routines of library work. 

During the business session there 
was a very warm discussion of voting 
procedure. Some seemed to think 
each club should have a number of 
votes determined by the per cent of 
local members who had paid their 
state dues. The matter was referred 
to a committee for further study and 
possible action next spring. The com- 
mittee was formed from volunteers 
who agreed to serve, only one mem- 
ber being allowed to a school. 


Two invitations for next year’s con- 
ference site were presented. One 
came from Hazen and the other from 
Magnolia. The association voted to 
accept the invitation of Magnolia. 


For the election of officers it was 
decided to use a standing vote in- 
stead of a roll-call vote, each club 
getting two votes. In only one in- 
stance was it found necessary to have 
a roll-call vote because of a close de- 
cision. The following officers were 
elected: 


President—Pat Peacock of Stuttgart 


First Vice-President—Dunlap Hurst 
of Lake Village 


Second Vice-President—Linda Pear- 
man of De Witt 


Secretary—Jean Herndon of Hope 


Treasurer—Marilyn Soltz of Pine 
Bluff 


Reporter—Gladys Sans of Hazen 
Historian—Carla Magbee of Magnolia 


A coke party in the senior high 
library followed adjournment of the 
meeting. The table, covered with a 
blue cloth, held an arrangement of 
spring flowers interspersed with 
miniature books, the students’ favor- 
ites bound in red. The windows were 
decorated with book jackets and pub- 
licity material done by libraries of 
the different class periods. There 
was a fine spirit of friendliness. A 
desire to become better acquainted 
caused small groups to linger after 
the first guests had departed. 
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CO-OPERATION BUILDS SUCCESS 
By Cora I. Hall! 


s Fort Smith Senior High 

School’s enrollment increases, 
the library activities grow until the 
library just literally hums with studi- 
ous work. It has become so popular 
that it is necessary for a schedule to 
be made for classes, accompanied by 
their teachers. It is not unusual to 
see tables placarded “Reserved for 
a Class.” When the class arrives, the 
students take their places at the re- 
served tables. 


A guest, observing the technique of 
a day’s routine, is usually welcomed 
by one of the student librarians. 
These girls are sometimes rather 
timid with strangers, but usually 
pride in the organization of which 
they are a part overcomes this reti- 
cence. Sometimes a visitor does get 
to observe the librarian instructing a 
class about the use of reference 
books, the card catalog, how to find 
the proper sources of information in 
a library, or proper methods of pro- 
cedure in writing a term paper. More 
often than not, however, these things 
are taught first in the classroom and 
followed up in the library only for 
the slower students. The visitor is 
more likely to see a busy hive of stu- 
dents researching for their term pa- 
pers or some other type of reference 
work. He often professes to be 
amazed by their efficiency in using 
the card catalog and taking their call 
numbers to the librarian and her as- 
sistants. He usually comments on 
the speed with which the students 
busy themselves filling in the infor- 
mation on their bibliographic 5” x 8” 
cards. When the class bell rings, the 
books are placed hurriedly on the 
circulation desk to be checked in for 
use by the next class. This procedure 
which may be repeated for several 
periods. 


The librarian is not necessarily 
present all this time. The visitor may 
hear her voice in the classroom across 
the hall, instructing a class in the use 
of Webster’s New International Dic- 
tionary, the use of some standard 
encyclopedia, or Reader’s Guide. 


As a group of students came into 
the library, one visitor quietly fol- 
lowed them. It seems that they had 
been brought to the library for a 
specific type of supplementary read- 
ing: World History fiction or non- 
fiction with a background of the 
thirteenth through the eighteenth 
century. Most students eagerly se- 
lected their own books; but the li- 
brarian and the classroom teacher 
helped the reluctant readers to find 
books suited to their needs. This was 
not an easy task, but by the end of 
the period every student in the class 
had checked out a book. No wonder 
the circulation has practically dou- 
bled during the past two years! The 
visitor observed, too, groups of books 
on the counter labeled “Animal and 
Frontier Stories”, “Science Fiction,” 
“Sports Stories”, “Mystery and Ad- 
venture Stories”, “Sea Stories”, and 
“Girl’s Stories”. Using labels saves 
much time for the librarian and also 
the students. When a note arrived for 
the librarian, the visitor saw that she 
busied herself placing additional 
books on reserve behind the circula- 
tion desk. He was told that soon 
members of a class would begin call- 
ing for these, and he realized that 
such cooperation between the facul- 
ty and the materials center of a high 
school is bound to bring results. 


One observant visitor to the library 
inquired of the student assistant re- 
garding the material which the last 
faculty customer had hurried out 
with. 


iMrs. Hall is librarian, Fort Smith Senior High School. 








Student librarian: “Oh, that was 
the Abrams Art Book Series, Master- 
pieces of Italian Painting, consisting 
of sixteen beautiful full color prints. 
She also checked out two of the 
Master-in-Art, a Series of Illustrated 


Monographs: Van Dyck and Rem- 
brandt.” 
Guest: “This music table intrigues 


me. The students seem to enjoy 
listening to the records. Why does 
it not disturb the students reading 
in the library?” 


Student librarian: “The Parent- 
Teacher Association gave this table 
and the headphones to us about four 
years ago. At that time it had four 
headphones; as long as the students 
wear their headphones, the music 
will not be heard in the remain- 
der of the library. If a student de- 
cides not to listen, he unplugs or dis- 
connects his headphones and the 
other students may continue to listen. 
In the beginning we had only a few 
records. Then KFPW radio station 
lent sixty “Land of the Free” and 
“Proudly We Hail” records for the 
use of this music table.” 


Guest: “Is that the only type of 
music available?” 


Student librarian: “Oh, no. Sev- 
eral of our teachers have donated 
records and Elmor’s Record Shop 
recently gave three records to the 
library: two RCA Victor red seal 
records, Dinner Music by Sigmund 
Romberg and his orchestra, and 
Fiedler’s 25th by Sigmund Spaeth, 
and a long playing Mercury Classics 
of Porgy and Bess by George Gersh- 
win. Also we purchased a few of the 
“Music Treasures of the World,” a 
high fidelity subscription _ series. 
Other records have been given to us. 
Our principal has given many. There 
are speech records, Latin records, 
French records, and Spanish records 
for those studying these languages. 
There are popular records and folk 
dancing records, Westinghouse and 
General Electric records, and literary 
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records such as “Our Common Heri- 
tage.” 


Guest: “Unique! Student study- 
ing while listening to music.” 


Student librarian: “Sometimes 
adults listen, too. Mr. Farnsworth, 
our principal, the deans and other 
teachers snatch a few minutes to 
listen to a small portion of new rec- 
ords when they are received. Ex- 
citement ran high when we received 
Handel’s Messiah and the Christmas 
carols. We considered it a great 
privilege to have Dr. Wolfe, head of 
the music department of the George 
Peabody College for Teachers, listen 
to Apalachian Spring and take a brief 
inventory of our music collection.” 


Guest: “How does the librarian 
keep account of the several hundred 
records?” 


Student librarian: “That is not so 
difficult. Each record or album of 
records is catalogued and_ placed 
in the library. We hope to have a 
new record cabinet built during this 
school year. Just as books are re- 
shelved regularly, so records are 
properly shelved. Each has a pocket 
and a card and is charged out in the 
same manner as a book. Teachers 
check out records for use in the class- 
rooms, just as they do books, pictures, 
and filmstrips. 


Guest: “I noticed that you have 
an art display in the library. Will 
you tell me about it?” 


Student librarian: “Certainly. 
These pictures have been on display 
for about two weeks. They were 
painted by the Fort Smith Art As- 
sociation members. One was done by 
a lady eighty years old. This one, 
“Under the Bridge”, is the work of 
our high school art teacher. We think 
it is a very natural-looking scene. 
The students will miss the pictures 
when they are taken down. However, 
we hope to have some new pictures 
soon. The newest activity in the li- 
brary is a project whereby the vari- 
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ous clubs in the school will purchase 
new pictures for the library. The 
Student Librarian’s Club has selected 
two pictures.” 


Guest: “That is a good project. It 
shows real school spirit and a perma- 
nent tribute to your club. I under- 
stand that one of your clubs members 
is vice-president of the Arkansas Stu- 
dent Librarian’s Association.” 


Student librarian: “Yea, that is 
correct. Mary Lee McBride.” 


Guest: “How does your librarian, 
busy as she is, have time to sponsor 
a club?” 


Student librarian: “A busy person 
has time for many things. Coopera- 
tion is the key to her activities. The 
club members assist her in many 
phases of library work and she in 
turn assists them in repairing used 
textbooks for re-sale to the students. 
This activity has made it possible for 
many of the members to plan to at- 
tend the student librarians’ meeting 
at Pine Bluff this spring. During 
last school year our club inventoried 
and reorganized the professional li- 
brary at the School Administration 
Building. This was under the direc- 
tion of the Classroom Teachers Li- 
brary Committee and the School 
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Administrators. We are a small club, 
but we have given a radio program 
over KFSA, and assisted the Dra- 
matics Department in a Book Week 
assembly program November, 1954. 
The principal, the Art Department, 
and the Music Department cooperated 
in making this program one of the 
outstanding programs of the 1954-55 
school year, receiving a rating of 
“Superior” from the Student Coun- 
cil. This program consisted of brief 
demonstrations of books, ranging 
from the greatest book, the Bible, to 
all types of books. It ended with a 
beautiful skit from Flush, Virginia 
Woolf’s biography of Elizabeth 
Browning. We like our club. We 
student assistants hope to become li- 
brarians. One of our 1953-54 mem- 
bers is employed at the Carnegie City 
Library. Two have worked part time 
there while attending school. At pres- 
ent one member is writing a term 
paper on “Librarianship” with a slant 
toward medical librarianship. An- 
other member was offered a scholar- 
ship to the Fort Smith Junior College 
where she would have assisted in the 
library.” 


Guest: “This has been a very in- 
spirational visit. Indeed, you should 
be proud of your library and—I hope 
—your future vocation.” 


ALL FOR ONE AND ONE FOR ALL 
By Miriam Petter! 


Are you concentrating your ma- 
terials in the library, in your school, 
or does each teacher gather her own 
stock of pictures, pamphlets, and old 
magazine articles? I believe most 
high school libraries are becoming 
the supply center for their schools, 
but some of us are still trying to get 
the teachers to cooperate not only in 
using the materials we have—both 
in book and nonbook form—but also 


in contributing their worthwhile ma- 
terials to the library to be kept where 
others besides themselves may use 
them. So often a teacher reads some- 
thing pertaining to his subject, or 
acquires some valuable material, but 
never can find it when he wants it 
or doesn’t save it because he has no 
place to keep it. Why will they not 
get the idea of bringing it to the li- 
brary for the vertical file, so they 


iMrs. Petter is librarian at the Camden High School Library, Camden, Arkansas. 
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can use it when needed and others 
may use it, too? A central supply 
for pictures, maps, seasonal and holi- 
day suggestions, etc., would be most 
valuable in the elementary school— 
how much more useful if the teachers 
themselves would take interest in 
adding to the strength of their re- 
sources in the library for their de- 
partments, helping build a common 
file of teaching materials—all re- 
sources available for anyone who 
needs them and one source of supply 
convenient for all to share. 


We are trying to make the vertical 
files in our grade school libraries 
usable and useful. Our librarians are 
primarily very busy teachers, so sim- 
plicity is a must—and the help of 
another teacher or two is practically 
a necessity. Once a file is set up, 
with guides and folders, it becomes 
just the handiest place to stuff things, 
so it takes one person with a strong 
sense of balance to keep it free from 
material that is inconsequential or 
that will not be used enough to justi- 
fy the time it takes to file it. For 
any who have not set up files, I am 
describing what we are doing. All 
others may stop here, for this does 
not pretend to be authoritative! 


Lucky you, if you can have legal- 
size metal files. (Ours turned out 
letter size because we inherit from 
the offices). These will take maga- 
zine pages—such as the science arti- 
cles from Life magazine—and large 
pictures without folding and so do 
not fill up as fast as the narrower 
letter-size file. Don’t stop short of 
four drawers unless you can have 
two files, in that case 3-drawer ones 
may do. And get full-extension 
drawers. (All this is if you get to 
choose! Many a useful file has been 
housed in cardboard boxes, which 
certainly beats having nothing.) The 
file should be equipped with heavy 
pressboard alphabet guides and ma- 
nila folders with tabs on which to 
print or type the subject headings. 
The use of gummed labels on which 
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the headings have been typed makes 
the neatest looking file, and new la- 
bels may be pasted over old ones if 
subject headings are changed. 


For subject headings we use the 
same headings as in the card catalog, 
following the Sears list; if others are 
needed we use headings from the 
Readers Guide. As material is col- 
lected a folder is prepared for it by 
labeling the tab with the proper sub- 
ject heading; a blue catalog card is 
typed with the same heading and is 
filed in alphabetical place in the card 
catalog where it directs the catalog 
user to the material in the vertical 
file. (I make also a duplicate card 
in white for each folder; this set of 
cards I keep at my desk as my “shelf 
list” of vertical file material. Not 
necessary, but it is useful to me to 
have the list all together and handy 
to me when I am working, in order 
to verify headings already in use 
when labeling materials.) “See” and 
“See also” reference cards are some- 
times necessary, and “See also” ref- 
erences ought to be noted on the 
folder. 


Each clipping or pamphlet is 
marked with the proper subject head- 
ing, the date and source of material 
should be indicated if not already 
printed on it. Small clippings may 
be pasted on a sheet of typing paper 
so they won’t slip out of the folder. 
The loose material goes in the folder, 
the folder in its alphabetical place 
behind its initial letter. Good repro- 
ductions for art appreciation should 
be mounted on uniform-sized bristol 
of gray, buff, tan, or dark green, with 
full identification on the back of the 
mount. A good rubber cement such 
as Tri-Tix is recommended for this 
work, as it does not smear or wrinkle 
as badly as some pastes. 


For. checking out, the material 
needed is transferred to a large ma- 
nila envelope. I save the big ones 
that come in the mail and paste a 
sheet of typing paper on the front of 
each. This gives a place to write the 
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subject heading and number of pieces 
borrowed and to stamp the date due. 
On a slip the size of a book card I 
note subject heading, number of piec- 
es, and name of borrower, stamp the 
date due and file it with the book 
cards. Some people use a colored 
book card for this. Some of the more 
valuable pamphlets have their own 
pockets and book cards and are 
checked out like books. 


What to keep? More likely the 
problem is what not to keep. So 
many old books being discarded have 
a few pictures, maps, or maybe sec- 
tions, that are still valuable to use 
in some way, maybe poems or short 
stories for certain occasions. Many 
magazines may be kept as they are 
in the magazine file, but the ones that 
cannot be kept should always be 
checked through for vertical file 
material—maybe poster _ pictures 
from the ads, maybe science or na- 
ture or health articles, or pictures 
to use in geography. If several pages 
are removed they should be stapled 
together. Pictures of animals and 
birds, Indians, airplanes—can the 
grade school teacher ever find 
enough? and so many fine ones come 
free as illustrations for stories or ads. 
Some of the best biographical articles 
and pictures are found in magazines. 
Certainly a local file should be kept— 
clippings on school activities and his- 
torical and important information on 
the locality. 


Once you start watching for free 
material really wonderful oportuni- 
ties occur. Watch the listings in the 
NEA and AEA JOURNALS, in 
SCHOLASTIC, CONSUMER’S 
GUIDE, PARENTS MAGAZINE, the 
new “Seventeen at School” leaflet, 
teachers magazines and_ journals; 
WILSON LIBRARY BULLETIN and 
LIBRARY JOURNAL if available. 
The ads in almost any magazine 
bring many free or inexpensive 
offers—a big set of teeth for 
demonstrating care of teeth, sam- 
ples of coal and petroleum, pictures 
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of birds, charts for physiology, pic- 
ture maps, personality leaflets. Trav- 
el agencies, bus lines and airline 
companies are a wonderful source for 
geography material, and much of the 
material available from British Trav- 
el Centre (336 Madison Ave., N. Y. 
17) is valuable for English literature 
courses. (I enjoy their monthly pub- 
lication “Coming Events in Britain” 
—$1.50 a year—which has pictures, 
articles and maps of historical and 
literary interest, and which lists their 
other offers of tourist and literary 
maps of Britain and Scotland, such 
pamphlets as “Castles, Cathedrals 
and Abbeys”, “Country Houses and 
Gardens”.) The travel agency for 
each country, for that matter, puts 
out beautiful picture material for ge- 
ography and history use. 


Pamphlets of value are listed at the 
end of each class in the Standard 
Catalogs. The Life Adjustment and 
Junior Life Adjustment Booklets 
from Science Research Associates (57 
W. Grand Ave., Chicago 10, at 40-50 
cents) are most valuable on a wide 
range of subjects; the Headline Series 
(Foreign Policy Association, 22 East 
38th St., N. Y. 16, at 35 cents) and 
Public Affairs pamphlets are also 
good to keep up with (Public Affairs 
Committee, Inc. 22 East 38th St., N. Y. 
16, at 25 cents). There are many kinds 
of career monographs needed; those 
from Institute for Research are among 
the best. 


Wilson’s Vertical File service is 
very helpful for listings of available 
pamphlets on hundreds of subjects. 
Or, booklets may be procured such 
as “Free and Inexpensive Learning 
Materials” ($1.00 from Division of 
Surveys and Field Services, George 
Peabody College for Teachers, 
Nashville 5) which has over 3,000 en- 
tries; “Sources of Free Teaching 
Aids” (about 55 cents from Pennsyl- 
vania State Teachers College, Lock 
Haven, Pa.); the World Book Refer- 
ence Library Special report No. 17— 
“Free and inexpensive educational 
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materials including sources of visual 
aids”. These are useful if you want 
to collect systematically to fill out 
weak spots, rather than at random as 
material presents itself. 


It helps to get on the mailing list 
of such companies as General Motors, 
General Electric, Westinghouse Elec- 
tric Corporation School Service 
(Pittsburgh 30) for science material 
and posters. The R. R. Bowker Co. 
(62 West 45th St., N.Y.C.) sells beauti- 
ful picture maps ($1.00 and up) for 
use in literature and history, and 
Friendship Press (257 Fourth Ave., 
N. Y. 10) also has good color maps— 
for 50 cents—one shows the location 
and names of Indian tribes in the 
United States. National Geographic 
Society School Service Department 
will send a catalog of their beautiful 
color prints. Write to the U. S. Super- 
intendent of Documents for the free 
list of “Selected U. S. Publications”. 
If the Row Peterson Basic Science 
Education series books are not to be 
had in stiff binding, many of them in 
pamphlet form will be wanted in the 
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vertical file. Other good sources are: 
Association for United Nations, 45 E. 
65th St., N. Y. 21; Perry Picture Co., 
Malden, Mass. (request catalog); Pan 
American Union, Washington, D. C.; 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, Fifth 
Ave. and 82nd St., N. Y. 28; American 
Museum of Natural History, Central 
Park West at 79th, N. Y. 24; Field 
Enterprises, Inc., Educational Divi- 
sion Merchandise Mart Plaza, Chi- 
cago 34; National Association of 
Audubon Societies, 1006 Fifth Ave- 
nue, N. Y. 28; Canadian Government 
Travel Bureau, Ottawa, Canada; F. A. 
Owen Publishing Co., Dansville, N. 
Y.; National Council for Social Stud- 
ies, 1201 Sixteenth St., N. W. Wash- 
ington, D. C.; Charles E. Merrill 
Books, Columbus 15, Ohio for 20 
cents pamphlets on democracy, In- 
dian life, national holidays, etc.; Na- 
tional Wildlife Federation 232 Car- 
roll St., Washington 12. Good histor- 
ical information is put out in comic 
magazine form, 80 cents a year, “Pic- 
ture Progress”, by Gilberton Co., Inc. 
101 Fifth Ave., N. Y. 3. As you can 
see, the list could be unending. 


MAGNOLIA HIGH SCHOOL PUBLICITY PROGRAM 
By Audrey Hartley! 


tudent librarians in the Magnolia 

High School are scheduled for 
one hour each day in the library 
where they perform regular assigned 
duties. They also give extra services 
to the school by working additional 
hours after school in the library. 
Quality points, which count toward 
our special awards, are given for this 
extra work. The library publicity 
program is one of the activities car- 
ried on in the hours after school. 


Our publicity program under the 
direction of the librarian is set up 


by a volunteer committee from the 
Student Librarians Club. The com- 
mittee decides upon the _ subject, 
types, and number of displays, and 
who will prepare and set them up. 
The committee also keeps a record 
of all publicity; this is complete with 
date, color drawings, books included, 
etc. The chairman, selected by the 
members of the committee, draws up 
a calendar for each term which is 
flexible enough to include special 
events in our school. Not only themes 
or subjects are developed in displays, 
but Halloween, Thanksgiving, Christ- 


iMrs. Hartley is librarian, Magnolia High School. 
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mas, and Easter holidays, plays, con- 
certs, and activities are recognized in 
our publicity plans. The chairman’s 
calendar is posted on the student li- 
brarians’ announcement board be- 
hind the charging desk in the library. 
This calendar gives the theme, date, 
and location of display, and the 
names of girls responsible for plan- 
ning, making, and setting it up. We 
feel that displays must be changed 
regularly and often, and the calendar 
helps the girls stay on their schedule. 


All student librarians are encour- 
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aged to participate in the making of 
bulletin boards, shadow boxes, and 
other displays, and often a hidden 
talent is brought to light. Creative 
art and original ideas are developed. 
(No art work was done with mechani- 
cal devices in the more than forty 
displays done last year.) Two or 
three girls usually work together, and 
not only is the group work of great 
value to the girls, but the feeling of 
individual accomplishment  experi- 
enced by the student when an espe- 
cially attractive display is finished is 
of equal worth. 


NEW PUBLIC LIBRARY OPENS AT CAMDEN 


he Public Library of Camden 

and Ouachita County held open 
house Sunday afternoon, February 
27, from two until six p.m., in celebra- 
tion of the completion of the beautiful 
new $72,000 building located at the 
corner of Harrison Avenue and Jef- 
ferson Street. The open house was 
held to acquaint the public with their 
library building and to inform the 
people on the rules and regulations 
of borrowing the books. 


Miss Frances Nix, who came to 
Camden about a year ago from 
Smackover, is head librarian. She 
and her assistants, Mrs. C. H. Buck- 
ner and Mrs. E. S. Brantes, were on 
hand to answer questions and to ex- 
plain the library system. Guests were 
greeted at the door by members of 
the library board. A special commit- 
tee from the New Century Club 
greeted guests in the Memorial Room. 


The open house was attended by 
various librarians from neighboring 
libraries and a group from the Arkan- 
sas Library Commission headed by 


Mrs. Karl Neal, executive secretary 
and librarian. 


The memorial room is a main fea- 
ture of the building. A special col- 
lection of valuable books which were 
moved from the old building will be 
preserved there along with books on 
the history of Arkansas and the 
South. Also, the New Century Club 
is turning over their valuable histori- 
cal records on the history of Camden 
to be kept in this room. The memor- 
ial room is a conference room and is 
furnished with tables and lounge 
chairs. 


There are over 6,000 books which 
are ready for circulation. The build- 
ing has a capcity of 20,000 volumes 
and more will be added according 
to the demand. The reading areas 
are divided into three sections, the 
adult reading room, young adult area, 
and children’s section. 


The building is now complete after 
more than two years of preliminary 
planning. Actual construction on 
the building began a year ago. 
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ADULT EDUCATION ASSOCIATION MEETING 
By Anne Stingley Jackson! 


he theme “Adult Education for 

a Free Society” attracted na- 
tional attention during the conference 
held at the Morrison Hotel in Chicago 
November 7-9, 1954. The Conference 
sponsored by the Adult Education 
Association of the United States was 
attended by 1500 people comprising 
a cross-section of professional and 
voluntary adult educators who are 
participating in some form of adult 
education. These included public 
schools, adult educators, university 
extension directors, representatives 
of business, labor and voluntary 
agencies with education programs, 
government specialists, agricultural 
agents, librarians, museum directors, 
churchmen, and community and civic 
leaders. 


The complete program of the three- 


day session was built around the 
growing demands on our society and 
how educational programs of various 
kinds can meet them. 


Paul Sheats, president of the Adult 
Education Association, stressed the 
importance of adult education as a 
continuing process in the statement: 
“Emphasis on adult education today 
stems from increasing recognition 
that adults must keep learning 
throughout life in a society that 
changes as rapidly as ours.” Mr. 
Sheats pointed out also that Ameri- 
cans are giving much time and ener- 
gy to planning and promoting learn- 
ing programs for mature people. 
The Adult Education Association esti- 
mated that 35,000,000 persons are at 
present involved in some kind of sys- 
tematic, part-time learning after 
school days are over. 


Dr. Henry Steele Commager, noted 
American author and professor of 
history at Columbia University, in 
the keynote address, “The Tests of 
a Free Society”, listed such tests: “A 
free society is one where men are 
not afraid, and where society is not 
afraid ...It is a society based upon 
enlightenment, that is, upon educa- 
tion.” 


Dr. Commager told the conference 
that we must create an atmosphere 
inducive to education and learning. 
“We must,” he said, “cease harassing 
our teachers and our educators, ex- 
posing them to contumely and to sus- 
picion. We must cease meddling in 
their intellectual and private affairs. 
We must abandon the indignity of 
teachers, loyalty oaths, legislative in- 
vestigations to discover subversives, 
and inquiries into the curriculum and 
the libraries and the textbooks to 
discover dangerous ideas. We must 
somehow reverse the attitude, now 
so widespread, that most teachers and 
scholars have an affinity for sub- 
version.” Dr. Commager stated also 
that if we are to have a free society 
it is necessary that we “abandon that 
easy and shabby pose of anti-intel- 
lectualism that has become so popu- 
lar in our time.” 


At the second general session a 
three-man panel had as its subject, 
“How Well are Americans Equipped 
to Meet the Tests of a Free Society?” 
The general trend of thought and 
opinion was that we need to be better 
prepared than we are at the present. 


The panel participants and moder- 
ator agreed that the American people 
are capable of becoming equipped 


Mrs. Jackson is consultant for public and high school libraries, Arkansas Li- 


brary Commission. 
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and that adult education can fill this 
need. 


Dr. Stuart Gerry Brown, professor 
of philosophy and American culture 
at Syracuse University; and Leo 
Rosten, editorial advisor of LOOK 
MAGAZINE, brought the politicians 
in for some criticism for their failure 
to provide genuine leadership and 
for their apparently greater interest 
in being elected more than in the 
clarification of issues. 


Lawrence K. Frank of New York 
told the group that too many people 
have the out-of-date notion that soci- 
ety is a mechanical thing affected 
by impersonal forces. “Instead,” he 
said, “as the sum of our collective 
strivings, it is something that we as 
individuals, can do something about.” 


At the conference banquet on Tues- 
day the theme was “Is Adult Educa- 
tion Today Effectively Helping to 
Meet the Tests of a Free Society?” 
This program was carried out by dis- 


cussion-in-the-round conducted under 
the leadership of Maurice F. X. Dono- 
hue. Some very enthusiastic panel 
members kept those present “on their 
toes” and perhaps shocked some con- 
ventional thinkers awake. Contribu- 
tors to this discussion period included 
Charles Johnson, president, Fisk Uni- 
versity; James B. Carey, secretary- 
treasurer, Congress of Industrial Or- 
ganizations; Harold C. Vrey, Ryerson 
distinguished service professor of 
chemistry, the University of Chicago; 
and Ralph W. Tyler, director, Center 
for Advanced Study in the Behavior- 
ial Sciences. 


Mr. Carey was firm in his convic- 
tion that teachers are too timid and 
told the educators that they should 
fight harder for the rights of society 
and for their own rights. 


At the fourth general session a 
panel with John B. Schwertman, di- 
rector, Center for the Study of Lib- 
eral Education, as moderator, brought 
the subject forcefully to the attention 
of individuals present in discussing 


21 


“What Can Americans As Individuals 
Do to Meet the Tests of a Free So- 
ciety?” 


Besides the four general sessions, 
there were thirteen common interest 
meetings dealing with issues of con- 
cern to adult educators, and more 
than twenty special interest groups 
where those interested in the occupa- 
tion or subject matter presented 
could meet and discuss their policies 
and problems. 


In the Exhibit Hall there was a dis- 
play of materials from fifty organiza- 
tions showing how adult education 
was being promoted in their com- 
munities. 


In 1955, November 16-18, the AEA 
will meet in St. Louis, Missouri, at 
the Hotel Statler. The new president, 
Paul L. Essert, executive officer, In- 
stitute of Adult Education, Teachers 
College, Columbia University, had 
formulated plans for this meeting; 
and in outlining the program for the 
year he proposed that every adult 
give an hour a week to community 
service and an hour, at least, to un- 
derstanding why he does it. 


The fact that the public library 
plays a vital role as an educational 
institution in the community has 
been noted by the committee named 
by the American Library Association 
to make a survey of adult education, 
1952-1953. This committee states in 
the summary of the report that the 
library and its relationships with 
other educational agencies and 
groups is, more than ever before, a 
matter of concern and interest to the 
librarians of the country. This com- 
mittee feels also that “the very term 
adult education, no longer rejected 
or evaded, is used with broader mean- 
ing and implications . . . Other agen- 
cies and groups and _ individuals 
recognize the library’s role in helping 
adults to continue education.” The 
findings of the survey show evidence 
that the public libraries of the United 
States are providing adult education 
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services to their patrons in various 
ways. 


In Arkansas our public librarians, 
in their role as adult educators, are 
giving a valuable service to their peo- 
ple. Several librarians work with, 
or sponsor work with, special groups 
of adults. All of them work with 
adults as individuals. There have 
been several study groups and great 
book discussion groups organized in 
the state. 


In the Little Rock area, Mr. L. O. 
Baker, director, Test Cities Project, 
is doing an outstanding work with 
adults. This program, sponsored by 
the Ford Foundation, includes forty- 
seven organized groups of adults and 
covers several fields of interest, 
namely the Great Books Discussion 
Groups, World Politics, World Af- 
fairs Are Your Affairs, Parent Edu- 
cation in a Free Democracy, Great 
Men and Great Issues, Thomas Jef- 
ferson and Our Times, and Your 
Money and Your Life. These discus- 
sions are developed and supplement- 
ed with books and other printed 
materials, films, and recordings. Ed- 
ucational television is used to some 
extent with various groups. This 
Test Cities Project also sponsors 
work with “senior citizens” in the 
Little Rock area in the direction of 
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assistance to this group toward en- 
joyment of their “senior years.” 


Announcement was made at the 
ALA Midwinter meeting in Chicago 
in February of a new grant of $200,- 
000 from the Fund for Adult Educa- 
tion to support a new adult education 
project for 1955-1957. This project 
will be called “The Library in the 
Community” and will be headed by 
Miss Ruth Warncke, formerly the di- 
rector of the American Heritage Pro- 
ject. Arkansas is interested in se- 
curing aid in promoting this type of 
an adult educational program in our 
state. Whether or not aid from this 
fund is secured, our librarians will 
continue to work as adult educators 
in giving service and in presenting 
libraries to communities throughout 
the state. 


Tentative plans are being made for 
a workshop August 15-19 for practic- 
ing librarians and trustees of Arkan- 
sas. Mrs. Karl Neal, executive secre- 
tary and librarian, Arkansas Library 
Commission, will appoint a planning 
committee in the near future. This 
committee will determine place for 
the workshop, program of study, and 
assist with other necessary plans. 
The Arkansas Library Commission 
will sponsor the institute, which will 
have as a general topic, “The Library 
in the Community”. 


COMMISSION SPONSORS THREE WORKSHOPS 
By Frances P. Neal 


Executive Secretary and Librarian 


_A series of institutes for prac- 
ticing librarians in the state 
was sponsored by the Arkansas Li- 


brary Commission during this quar- 
ter. Seventy-five persons attended. 


On February 25, librarians from 
public libraries in the state were in 
Little Rock for a discussion of cen- 


tralized cataloging. The Arkansas 
Library Commission can now furnish 
public libraries in the state with 
duplicates of catalog cards made with 
addressograph equipment from this 
library. Miss La Nell Compton, cata- 
loger, discussed simplified cataloging. 
Announcement was made that special 
shelf list cards of the Commission’s 
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Arkansas materials are ready for 
distribution. These cards are free to 
any public library in the state upon 
request, with the understanding that 
the library receiving them will send 
the Commission in return a list of 
Arkansas materials which the local 
library has and the Commission does 
not have. Using this information on 
Arkansas holdings in public libraries 
of the state, the Commission proposes 
to maintain a Union Shelf List to 
help all concerned to conserve and 
to use wisely all of these special li- 
brary resources all over the state. 


On February 28 and March 7, as- 
sistant librarians and branch librari- 
ans from county and regional libraries 
met to discuss their common prob- 
lems. 


At each of the meetings Mrs. Lee 
Martin, member-at-large, Arkansas 
Library Commission Board, told the 
group of her attendance at trustees’ 
meetings of the American Library 
Association in Chicago early in Feb- 
ruary. Mrs. Martin announced that 
plans were being made for a series 
of trustees meetings to be held during 
April and May. 


The staff of the Arkansas Library 
Commission was host to the groups 
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at coffee hour at the beginning of 
each institute. Each group had lunch 
together. 


March 7 the group was guest of 
the Little Rock Public Library for 
showing of the film “And Now 
Miguel”. This film was made availa- 
ble through the courtesy of Miss 
Heloise Griffon, librarian, Audio 
Visual Division, State Department of 
Education. Miss Ida Mae Hagin, 
children’s librarian, and Mrs. Marga- 
ret Millar, young people’s librarian, 
Little Rock Public Library, an- 
nounced the winners of the annual 
Newbery and Caldecott Awards for 
1954. 


At the luncheon March 7, Mrs. 
Merlin M. Moore, chairman, Arkan- 
sas Library Commission Board, ex- 
plained the status of the Library 
Services Bill in Congress. Passage of 
this bill would give federal aid to 
Arkansas for improvement of rural 
library service. 


Next February we hope to have six 
workshops for the study of basic 
reference materials. Assistants and 
branch librarians from public librar- 
ies in the various congressional 
districts will be invited to these meet- 
ings. Good books in each subject field 
will be examined and discussed. 
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TRUSTEE SECTION MEETINGS 


The Trustees Section of the Arkan- 
sas Library Association, of which 
Mrs. Hubert Mendel, Hot Springs, is 
chairman, has planned a series of 
meetings for the benefit of the library 
trustees of the state. Mrs. Lee Martin, 
member-at-large of the Commission 
board, is general chairman of pro- 


Date Congressional District 


Moderator 
April 12 Mrs. Merlin M. Moore No. 5 
April 13 Mrs. Jim Merritt No. 6 
April 14 Miss Pearl Williamson No. 4 
April 19 Mrs. Lee Martin No. 3 
April 22 Mrs. Almon Faught No. 1 


May 4 Mrs. W. H. McCain No. 2 


gram planning for all the meetings. 

Congressional districts have been 
used as a basis for dividing the state 
for these meetings. However, you 
are cordially invited to attend the 
meeting in the area most convenient 
to you. We urge that you attend! 
Meetings are as follows: 


Library Librarian 


Faulkner-Van Buren Mrs. Dula Reid 
Conway, Arkansas 


Grant County Mrs. Clarice Johnson 
Sheridan, Arkansas 


Ouachita County Miss Frances Nix 


Camden, Arkansas 


Washington County Mrs. Hazel Deal 


Fayetteville, Arkansas 


Greene County Miss Myrtle Deason 
Paragould, Arkansas 


Cleburne- Mrs. Terry Griffith 
Independence, Batesville, Arkansas 


HERE WE GO TO PHILADELPHIA! 


The Arkansas Library Commission 
is sponsoring a tour by chartered bus 
for Arkansas librarians, trustees, and 
friends of the library to attend the 
annual conference of the American 
Library Association in Philadelphia. 
The bus will leave Little Rock July 1, 
returning July 15. The return trip 
will be by way of New York, Wash- 
ington, Baltimore, and Williamsburg. 


This is a study tour as well as a 
pleasure trip. Visits to libraries and 
points of historic and scenic interest 
will be included on the tour. Esti- 
mated cost will be $200. If you are 
interested, write Mrs. Karl Neal, 
Arkansas Library Commission, 50614 
Center Street, Little Rock, Arkansas, 
for further information. 
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IN MEMORIAM 


Mrs. G. K. Stephens 


In the death of Mrs. G. K. Stephens, 
trustee of the Jackson County Li- 
brary, on March 23, 1955, the entire 
county has lost a steadfast friend. 
A member of the Jackson County 
Library Board since its organization 
in 1942, she spent much time study- 
ing ways to improve library service, 
and was always ready to help with 
any project at any time. She will be 
greatly missed. 


Mrs. W. A. Billingsley 


Mrs. Lily G. Billingsley, who in 
memory of her husband, had given 
the W. A. Billingsley Memorial Li- 
brary building to Newport and Jack- 
son County, died at a local hospital 
March 29th after an illness of several 
months. During her illness she read 


FOR PERSONS 


FR vomed Citizens of America, the 
nonprofit organization recently 
formed by Willard E. Givens and 
Joy Elmer Morgan to serve people 
over forty years of age in all walks 
of life, now has a rapidly growing 
membership in every state and terri- 
tory. It is offering a special group 
service to business, industrial, civic 
and professional agencies which wish 
to help their senior employees in 
planning for retirement. The service 
includes a fine 64-page monthly mag- 


many books from the library; and her 
interest in public affairs never 
waned. Her generosity, not only to 
the library, but also to other organi- 
zations, will long be remembered. 


W. W. Sharp 


William Wilson Sharp, aged 63, a 
Brinkley lawyer for more than forty 
years and a former president of the 
Arkansas Bar Association, died March 
23 at a Brinkley hospital. Active in 
legal affairs and in many civic pro- 
jects, he was a member of the board 
of trustees of two educational insti- 
tutions, the University of Arkansas 
and Quachita Baptist College. Mr. 
Sharp was a trustee of the Folsom 
Memorial Library, and at the time 
of his death he was working on plans 
for a library building in Brinkley. 


OVER FORTY 


azine Senior Citizen, which is pub- 
lished without advertising and con- 
tains a wide range of useful material. 
Local education associations may be 
especially interested in this service 
for their members who are nearing 
retirement. For information about 
this SCA Group Service or for a free 
copy of the popular booklet, So 
You're Over 40, send a stamped self- 
addressed envelope to Senior Citizens 
of America, 1701 Sixteenth Street, 
Washington 9, D.C. 
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NEWS NOTES 


Miss Rosemary Hickman has ac- 
cepted a position as children’s librar- 
ian, Carnegie City Library, Fort 
Smith, Arkansas. 


Mrs. Marietta Edens has resigned 
as librarian, Ozarks Regional Library, 
Clarksville to accept a position as 


head librarian, Terrebonne Parish, 
Houma, Louisiana. 


Mrs. Irene Halliburton is assistant 
in the Circulation Department of the 
Arkansas Library Commission. She 
joined the staff March 1. Mrs. Halli- 
burton is a former member of the 
Commission staff. 





WE SOLICIT YOUR MEMBERSHIP! 


Just clip and mail the coupon below: 





Miss Lucille Slater, Treasurer 
Arkansas Library Association 
Union County Library 

Union County Court House 
El Dorado, Arkansas 


Dear Miss Slater: 


Enclosed find payment for wai Life - - - 25.000 


in the Arkansas Library Association, 1955. 


‘ Individual - - $2.00 [J 
Institutional - 3.00 FJ 


(Please check one) 





Library position 





Address 
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